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feelings of those who might "be affected by the conents of
the papers. Here is a strange situation in which to find a
rectitude of conduct, a moral sentiment, a grateful and dis-
interested liberality which would do honour to the highest
birth, the most careful cultivation, and the strictest principle.
It would be a hundred to one against any individual in
the ordinary rank of society and of average good char-
acter acting with such entire absence of selfishness, and I
cannot help being struck with the contrast between the
motives and disposition of those who want to get hold of
these papers, and of this poor woman who is ready to give
them up. They, well knowing that, in the present thirst for
the sort of information Creevey's journals and correspondence
contain, a very large sum might be obtained for them, are
endeavouring to drive the best bargain they can with her for
their own particular ends, while she puts her whole con-
fidence in them, and only wants to do what they tell her she
ought to do under the circumstances of the case.
General Evans's appointment as K.C.B. has made a great
stir at the United Service Club, and is blamed or ridiculed
by everybody. It is difficult to conceive why the Govern-
ment gave it him, and if he had not been a vain coxcomb
he would not have wished for it; but they say he fancies
himself a great general, and that he has done wonders in
Spain.1
We have had Brougham every day at the Council Office,
more busy writing a review of Lady Charlotte Bury's book
than with the matter before the Judicial Committee. He
writes this with inconceivable rapidity, seldom corrects, and
never reads over what he has written, but packs it up and
despatches it rough from his pen, to Macvey Napier. He is
in exuberant spirits and full of talk, and certainly mar-
vellously agreeable. His talk (for conversation is not the
1 [Sir De Lacy Evans probably did as muck in Spain as it was possible
io do with the troops under his command. But in justice to him as an officer,
it should he remembered that he commanded a division of the British army
in the Crimea, long afterwards, and showed considerable foresight and
ability at the battles of the Alma and Inkerrnan,]
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